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globe, setting a new standard for zoo-
logical institutions worldwide. Senator
FEINSTEIN and I want to congratulate
the staff, volunteers, and supporters of
this extraordinary organization for the
important role they play in the care
and preservation of our earth’s most
beautiful creatures and habitats. We
know their work will continue to make
a profound difference for generations to
come.®

———————

REMEMBERING SAMUEL STATEN,
SENIOR

e Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today I
remember the distinguished life and
career of Mr. Samuel Staten, Sr., who
passed away at the age of 80 on Tues-
day, April 26, 2016. Sam was not only a
trusted adviser and dedicated father,
but a pillar of strength for thousands
in the labor movement and Philadel-
phia. I would like to take this time to
not only send my condolences to his
family, but to reflect upon his remark-
able life. He spent 50 years in the labor
industry and dedicated his career to
strengthening the rights of workers
and the bonds of friendship between the
communities of Philadelphia. He
worked his entire life for the better-
ment of his fellow workers and experi-
enced firsthand the hardships that in-
adequate wages and benefits can have
on hard-working Americans.

Sam’s presence was felt in the labor
movement long before his time as one
of Philadelphia’s most prominent civic
leaders. He spent 10 years as a con-
struction laborer in Philadelphia in the
1960s and remembered working for $2.60
an hour, without health care, without a
pension plan, without any of the sup-
port many of our Nation’s workers
have come to enjoy today. His experi-
ence in the transformative decade of
the sixties showed him not only the
importance of the labor movement, but
the power that collective action can
have for the well-being of the commu-
nity and the Nation.

Following 10 years as a construction
worker, Sam’s capacity for leadership
and his ability to unite people were
recognized when he became a field rep-
resentative for Laborers’ Local 332 in
1970. His skills and leadership helped
him to quickly rise through the ranks,
and in 1973, he was appointed assistant
business manager for Local 332. The
high esteem in which he was held by
his colleagues continued to be evident
in 1978 when he was elected business
manager for Local 332 and held that po-
sition until 2008. He also served as the
secretary-treasurer of the Laborers’
District Council of the Metropolitan
Area of Philadelphia & Vicinity. He of-
ficially retired from Laborers Local 332
and the Laborers’ District Council in
2010.

Never one to narrow his focus to just
one area, he brought his leadership and
insight to countless other organiza-
tions. Over the years, he served as a
trustee of the Laborers’ District Coun-
cil Building & Construction Health &
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Welfare Fund, delegate to the Philadel-
phia Building & Construction Trades
Council, board member of the Philadel-
phia Housing Authority, member of the
African-American Chamber of Com-
merce, trustee of the Laborers’ District
Council Building & Construction Pen-
sion Fund, board member of the Penn-
sylvania Convention Center Authority,
and member of the Pennsylvania Pre-
vailing Wage Appeals Board. These rep-
resent only a few of the many organiza-
tions to which Sam lent his support,
but show the extensive influence and
support he has given to the Philadel-
phia area.

Given the breadth of his dedication
to the workers and people of Philadel-
phia, it is unsurprising that his leader-
ship extended even further through
charitable work. He helped to found
the Laborers’ District Council Charity
Fund through an act that, though re-
markable, was typical of Sam. At a
1987 Friends of Labor Committee din-
ner held in his honor, Sam was pre-
sented with $25,000 for his service over
the years. However, he saw the gift not
as a chance to help himself, but an op-
portunity to improve the lives of oth-
ers. He chose to donate the money to
charity, which in turn inspired his col-
leagues and gave birth to the Laborers’
District Council Charity Fund. Re-
named the Samuel Staten, Sr., Chari-
table Trust in 2011, the organization
continues to provide thousands of dol-
lars in services and scholarships to
Local 332 members in need.

Throughout his life he fought for the
dignity and well-being of hard-working
Americans and, regardless of his suc-
cess, never forgot his roots in the labor
movement. He experienced both great
success and hardship, but regardless of
the hand he was dealt, he always saw
an opportunity to extend that hand to
others in need. As he rose through the
ranks of Local 332, he brought together
diverse communities and labor inter-
ests for the benefit of the community.
Even when confronted with the tragic
death of his son, Qaid Staten, Sam’s
dedication to the community could not
be diminished. His son was killed just
months before he was to attend Howard
University, but Sam chose to honor his
son not through grief, but through the
creation of the Qaid Staten Memorial
Scholarship Fund, which continues to
provide support to other young stu-
dents preparing to enter college. Sam’s
life was a story of uncommon acts of
kindness in service of the common
good.

On behalf of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and a grateful nation, I
would like to once again extend my
deepest condolences to the family of
Samuel Staten, Sr. Philadelphia and
the Nation may have lost a distin-
guished leader, dedicated public serv-
ant, and devoted father and grand-
father, but we will never lose the posi-
tive change he brought to the city of
Philadelphia, the impact he had on the
lives of thousands, nor the legacy of
idealism, compassion, and community
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service that he has left so others may
continue to fight for the causes of dig-
nity and equality to which he dedi-
cated his life.®

———

TRIBUTE TO PAUL COOKE

e Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor Director Paul Cooke of
the Colorado Division of Fire Preven-
tion and Control for his 35 years of
service to Colorado.

Paul’s steadfast leadership through-
out his career in fire and emergency
services has had an extremely positive
impact on Colorado’s public safety. Mr.
Cooke first began as a volunteer fire-
fighter in 1979, and he has since served
in a variety of capacities as a career
fireman, fire chief, and other influen-
tial roles in local and State govern-
ment.

Paul’s contributions to Colorado’s
fire safety and first responder system
are immeasurable. I commend his brav-
ery and fortitude during times of trag-
edy, specifically his direction during
the South Canyon fire.

Additionally, his work with local and
State officials developed and imple-
mented some of Colorado’s most sig-
nificant fire prevention and safety pro-
grams. Most notably are the updates to
the State’s fire protection services, or-
ganization of the State-level fire and
life safety programs, as well as the
statewide first responder training pro-
grams.

I thank Director Paul Cooke for his
dedicated hard work throughout his en-
tire career and congratulate him on a
well-deserved retirement.e

———

RECOGNIZING THE TWIN CITIES
DIVISION OF THE COAST GUARD
AUXILIARY

e Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President,
today I wish to recognize the Afton,
MN, flotilla of the U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary, which is celebrating its 756th
anniversary this year. Established in
1941, this flotilla is the oldest in Min-
nesota.

The volunteers of the Coast Guard
Auxiliary dedicate their time to mak-
ing sure our community’s lakes and
rivers are safe. As the Land of 10,000
Lakes, flotillas in Minnesota have a
fulltime job. From performing search
and rescue operations, to teaching
boating safety courses, for 75 years, the
Afton flotilla has helped to ensure that
Minnesota waterways are safe and ac-
cessible.

Over the years, when our State has
faced natural disasters such as flooding
of the Mississippi River and the Red
River, the Afton flotilla has worked
side-by-side with local, State, and Fed-
eral authorities to aid in search and
rescue operations, evacuations, and
emergency communications. When the
I-35W bridge over the Mississippi River
in Minneapolis tragically collapsed in
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